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From DG's Desk

Ihe dependency on data has massively changed in the lost two years, newer ways and innovations have been
toking plece around the world to connect people and share information. This positive switch in demand for data
consumption directly signifies the importonce of telocom sector. This olso indicotes that the focus of the olocom
industry is shifting from being a voice- cantrnic network to a data- centric network.

With 5G around the comer, there will be o jot of denser infrostructure reguired to deliver seamless services to
people. The lounch of the Gati Shakti Portal by the Governmment will help in this as it will oct as o one-stop window for
getting RoW clearances. 56 will require the use of street furniture and more sites will havae to be dopioyod. The Gati
Shakti portal will focilitote foster clecrances thereby enabling faster roflout.

I'he recant lounch of the 55 testbed by the Honbla Prime Minister, will open up opportunitios for various other new
age technologies such as Al AR, VR, etc. which will drive major innovations acrass industmies: This initotive will help
the telecom industry to cater to the products, solutions and prototypes in 56

I'his month also witnessed the siver jubllee celebration of TEAL In the lost couple of years, [RAI hos worked closoly
with the Government ond service providers to creote an ecosystern which is crucial, especially today, as the
industry reodios to usher in 5G era to catalyze the digital cconomy. COAland its members will continue o wark in
alignment with TRAI to get reguiations and recommendations which are beneficial not only for the sector but for the
antire.

I'his is just the beginning, of India's path of Digital iIndia vision iIndia’s telecom industry will see a positive spiko in the

upcoming years. lechnology is no more specific to only one ndustry; every sector i= now inter- conmected for which
a colioborative team ployor regulation will be executed with common platforms and solutions.
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Latest Updates:

Adoption of TSDSI Security Standards - Transposed
from 3GPP Release 15 & 16 - as National Standards by
Telecommunications Engineering Centre (TEC)

COM submitted o letter to TEC on May 13, 2022 on the
subject wherein COAl requested TEC to odopt only the list
of 15 (Technical Specifications) o= a national standard
and drop the 1Rs (Technicol Reports) os port of the
Notional Standords odoption, as a best proctice opplied
qiobally.

Amendment of Unified License for network coverage
aleng international border

I5Ps hove bean directed to optimize BIS sites to improve
coveraga in tha intarnational bordar areos for battermeant
of the mobile senvices. Unified Licanse prescribes thot
radio signals emanoting from B1S fode out when nearing
of obout to cross internoticnal bordar. COAl raquast DoT
on Moy 5 2023 to kindly amend the Unified License so that
I5Ps can implement and submit necessany compliance
far impraving coverage in the intemationnl border areas.
Ihe tssue was discussed in o mesting with Secretary Dol
on May 23, 2022 wherein Dol informed thot thay are
ranigwing the issue with MHA

Dispensation of need for certification of COR/SDR copies
by Nodal Officer

COM tock up the izsue of depensation of nesd for
certification of COR/SDR by nodal officer soch time in the
Court on May 5 2022 it is mandated for 15Ps to provide
the COR/SDR/CAF dato to the designoted teAs |
Competent outhoritios ds per their requirgrmant undar
Section H1 of Cr PC: When the cose is posted for hearnng
in o court of Law {where such dota iz being used os
cvidenca), the respective “Circle Nodal Officer ? Alternote
Circle Nodaol Cfficer” of the TSP is colled upon to appear in
person in the Court o o prosecution withess. In most of
the LSAs, hundreds of such certified copies of CDR [ SDR
doto are reguested by the LEAs for court submissions. This
cften leods to.o very exhoustive and difficult octivity for
Nodal officers. COAl reguested Dol tofocilitote devising of
0 suitoble act specifically for the *Telecom Sector in ling
with the “Bonkerz Book Evidence Act The issua wos
discussed in o mesting with Secretony Dol on Moy 23,
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2022, wharein Dol stated that thay are willing to accept
this ond have osked for o methodoicgy to do the some
The issue will be discussed in the COAL legol Committze.

simpiification of SACFA Guidelines for Low Power BTS/
small Cells

Dol haos simpiified the SACFA proceduns for Small Calbls on
gth May 2023 The requirement for a formal aoppicotion
for SACEA processing is done owoy with for Low Power
BTSs; howewver, the TSPs rolling out the sarme shall register
the detolls such os Geo-coordinotes and technical
pararmaters of such sitas in the Saral Sanchar Portal. The
registration fes is RS 100/~ per Smoll Call The fee for
additional antenna hos also been reduced to Rs. 100/-

Rationalizotion of EMF Exposure Norms

COAl moda o submission to Dol on Moy 30, 2022 stoting
thot while prevailing stingent EME norms might howve
bean implementoble for 3G ond 3G technologies, the
sarng will not be feosible with 55 ond bDayond
technologies, os these technologies will be prmarily
deployed in higher spectrum frequencies of C-Band and
mmWove bond OO reguested Dol thot the Eoense
condition pertaining to-humon-exposura requifements in
Indio should be ravised and aligned with the lotest 1ICHIRP
2020 lavals to be in fing with intarmational stondords and
the ERF | ronsmit power limits 10 be revised accordinghy.

Observations in TAFCOP database received from LSA
field units

COMl mode o submission 1o Dol on May 30, 2022
regroding cartoin discrepancies obsarved by tha T5Ps in
the dotobose provided by the LSAs due to which the
procedure listed in the Dol circular on TAFCOP could not
be followed: Thasae observotions wer brought before the
LSA fleld units during meatings held with them recently
along with written submissions ot few ploces. Vide the
submission, COAl hos reguested ol to plon a demo on
the revarificotion process of 15Ps to ascartain reodiness
stotus of each TSP including: BSML/MINL provide industry
bl APt to all TSPs olong with initiotion of reverificotion
exercise - would stop entry of any new industry btk
otharwiza thiz octivity shall continue forever and ensure

tha TAFCCE output is arrof frea.




Acceptance of e-EPIC[Digital Voter ID card and Udhyog
Aadhaar for issuance of connections

COAM mode o represantation to Dol on May 31 2022
stoting that e-EPIC/Digital Voter 1D Cord and Udhyog
fodhoaor should be allowed az Pol & PoA for issuing
mobile connections, COAlI submitted thot both these
documents are widely known to public, issued ond
occepted now ot vonous Government offices &
estoblishments  ocross  tha country, bosis which
subscribers often approoch the 15Ps to accept thess for
Is5UINg connections. As the public ot lorge is becoming
mre digital sovvy, it becomes guite chollenging to deny
conneactivity to subscrbers opprooching us with thase
digital documents as moe and more people prafar to
downlood ond sove only digital documents for all

purposss:

CERT-In Directions relating te infermation security

practices, procedure, prevention, response and
reporting of cyber incidents for Safe & Trusted Internet

COAl made o submission to ety on Moy 31, 2022 on the
obowe Oirection highlighted certain issuas given in the
Liraction thot need to be discussed especiolly in view of
tha foct that the licensees are already odhering to
various security conditions under the license. . COAl also
reguested for an interoction with MeitY to discuss the
Dirgction in detail and urged to hold the soid Direction in
obeyance Gl lorger stokeholder consultotion s
conducted and the inputs suitably incorporated

Meecting with Secretary DoT

A Meatirg of COAI and its mambars was halbd on May 235,
2022 with Secratary Dol and other sanior officinls of the
Dol ond TEC: During the mesting, vanows industry issues
wara discussed.

TRAI CP on "Rating of Buildings or Areas for Digital
Con ivity”

COAl hos submitted o ragquest Iotter to TRAI on 26th Apr
2022 seoking axtension in timalines for submitting the
wiitten commients to the Consultotion Poper. The due
dote for subrmission of comments was 4th May 20227 ond
countar-commants was 18th May 2022

IRAl hos considored oOur request ond gronts an extension
fill 15th June 2022 for the submission of written comments
and counter comments up to 28th June 2022

Modification of IP Cot-| registration clauses to enable
implementation of Disaster Monogement related
systems in the State of Kerala

Dol hod scheculed an industry meeting on 28th Aprif
2022 ond oskad to submit the inputs pertoining to thizs
izsua. A Joint industry letter [COA-DIPA) submitted to Dol
on 4th Moy 2022 vide which we have requested Dol that
rother thon odding permonent odditional lood on
talecom infrostructure for all imes; irrespective of the fact
whether there is a disoster oF not it moy be for bettar for
NOMA to use governmient builldings and strest furniture
for deployment of EWDS equiprment

Cloud Based Service offering by new licensees

COAl has submitted o latter to TRAI on 05th Moy 2022 Vide
thislattar we have highlighted to Gol thot the Mobila Sefies
ond LRW codes hove been olotted 1o aon Access Sanvice
icenses to provide Internat Telephony Services. Howavar,
the soid licensaa Joes Nnot have spactium, 0Coess network
ond pon India license. This hos roised senious concems in
the ingustry os internat telephony, through mobile series. is
akin to Mobile Services and will compete directly with
mobila sarvica providars who have invested in-spectrum:
occess network and oll India ficenses. This issue wos also
discussad in tha monthly meating haeld with Secretary, Oal,
on 23rd Moy 2022,

Directions to address the issue of CLI Spoofing

Al hos submitted o letter to Dol on Sth Moy 2022 Vide
this latter wa have highlighted that ol directions dated
13.04. 2023 regarding oddressing the ssue of CU spoofing is
in contradiction to the existing Unified Licensa conditions
ond requested to kindly ormeand the Unified Licensa so thot
LGOS can implamant ond submit necessory compliance
for dropping incoming ILD cofls with no CLL

Transfer of USOF projects to BSNL

COAl s submitted o letter to Col on 16th Moy 2022 Vide
this latter we hove reguested Dol to kindly raconsider the
dacision of owaording USOF projects to BSNL on nominotion
bosis without discovering the lowest possible rates
theough exclusion of all other efigible Telecom Service
Froviders. We haove submitted o letter 1o Sacretary, Dol, on
25th May 2022 and hove requasted ta gront us o mesating
to discuss this issua in detod along with our mamibers.

Parameters for IPDR and 5Y5 LOG of NAT

COAl has submitted a lettar to Dol on 18th Moy 2022 Vide
this-latter wa hove highlighted the technical imitotions of
a¥isting equipment and imminent impact on netwaork
guality ond customer expanencea in implementing the Dol
irstructions doted 16th Nov 202] and reguesied for the
balonw;

o) The reguirement of capturing destination 1P
oddress/port inthe IPDR dota may kindly be roviewsd

b} The ‘Destinotion 1P Address! Port no” should not be
made as mondatory fiekd of IPDR repart formcit, os
specified in the Dal instructions Dt 16-1-2021

Ihis izsua wos olso dizcussed in the monthly meeting held
with Sacretary, Dol, on 23] May 2022 Member(s) wil
comiane an industry meating on this issue very soon.

Rationalization of Restorotion & Access Charges in
Maharashtra

Vide letter dated 20 Moy 2022 Brhonmumboi Municipal
Corporation {BMC) has reduced Access charges from
100,000 par KM to INR 1000/ per KM for the deployment of
the OFC in tha BMC area. COAl'hod beon toling up this
iBsUe With BMC ond tha Stote of Mobaroshtro for the
withdrowal of the Access Charges for the deployment of
the OFC in olignment to the RoW Rulas of 2016, since lost

yaar.




Additional track rent (one time or annually) charged in
Tamil Nadu

Tomil Nodu Telecom Infrostructure Policy, 2082 wos
notified on 25.0132 in alignment with the Row Rules 2016,
As per tha poficy, the One-tima fee to meet odministirative
expanzes. for tha instollotion of Telecom Tower
deployment is INg 10,000/ per Application, whereos for
tha deployment of Optical fibre itis INR L000/- per KM OFC
(underground & owarground). in the Policy, it hos been
proscribed thot no trock rent (one time or cnnually) shal
be charged Recently, COAl wrote a letter to Chief
Secretary, Government of Tamil Nodu (GoTN) on dote 0]
April 22 requesting fo withdrow this chorge and a letter to
the Commissicner, Madural Municipal Corporation dated
Il Moy X2 reguesting to have o meeting with T5Ps. for
outstanding paymant reconciiotion. Based on COAl letter
Commissioner Madurai has kept the proposed Trade
Licence Fee Charges in abeyance.

Meeting with AS(T), DoT regarding industry's issues

Meating wos held under the choirmanship of Additionat
secretary, DoT and ottended by Hikaor State Officials, Binar
L5A, and representatives of COAL DiPa, 15Ps and Ps on
06th Moy 2022, Sevarol issues were discussed regarding
Deemed permission, Reguirement of Registered Leoase
dead, High restoration charges, inclusion of Authorities Rke
RCD, A0, WRD stc, Row Pendency, Priority EB ot Industrial
Tariff, Sofety and Sacurity of Telecorm Infrastructure. COAI
ond its members are working on tha oction points of the
rmeating.

Gujarat's notification of the Telecom Infrastructure
Policy 2022

Ihe Gowemmant of Gujorat notified lelecom
Infrastructure Policy 2022 The bylaws announced by the
government of Gujarot will be opplicable in all tha city
aress, municipal cogncis, town municipol councils, town
panchoyots, etc. The policy looks after both the
deployment of telecom towers oz well oz OFC {optical
fibre cable), ceral ond underground.

Daman & Diu‘s notification of the Telecom
Infrastructure Policy 2022

Ihe Administration of Domoen & Diu notified the Right of
Way Order, 2022 to e implemented Inthe Union Territony
of Dadra & Nogar Hoveli ond Damaon & Diu. This onder shaoll
be odministerad by the Departrnent of Informaotion
lechnology, UT. Administraticn-of DNH & DO The one-time
odministrative charges arg in- aligrmeant with the RoW
Rules 2018 io o non-refundable fee of MR 1000 [KM for
OFC ond Re 0000 per appiicotion for Mobile Towers to
meat administrotive axpensos.

State Broodband Committee (SBC) meeting of Uttar
Pradesh (UP)

SHC meeting of UP was held on 16th Moy wherein COM
hoe roised soverol industry izsues/challenges wharein

COAl rolsed several issues regording Implementation of Re
| per mater administrative charge across UF, Procossing of
RoW opplication, Polcy Implementotion challenges,
Appointment of Nodal officers, Seoling of Sites Use of
Streat Furniture atc.

State Broadband Committee (SBC) meeting of Sikkim
held on 30.05.2022

SEC meating of Sikkim wos held on 30052022 undar the
Chairmonship of Chief Secretary (C5) of Sikkim wherain
ZOAl hos roised several industry issues/chalienges like
High Chorges for using the Foles of the State DISCOME for
foying aarial fibre, High rentale to Est micre eguipment,
Request for solf-Rostorotion by 15Ps, Reguest for Prionty
Electricity Board conmection ot Industrial rates, Sofaty And
Socurity, etc. ©F directed the officiols of the State
Government, IT Departmeant, LA, e1C 1o issus appropriate
directions to support speedy roll-out of [alecom
Infrostructure gcross. Sikkim

State Broadband Committee (SBC) meeting of Haryana

SEC mesting was held on 18053022 wherain COAl has
raised several industry issues/challenges ke pricrity EB
supply and tariffs at Industriol/Fovourcble tariffs, etc.
Hon'ble ©5 during the Horyano SEC held on May 16, 2022
requested to toke up the maotter regording prionty BB ot
Industriol tariff with Shri P £ Das {Addl, Chief Secretary,
Power). In this regard, o reminder letter wos subrmitted ta
Addl, Chisf Secretary (Power) and Chairman {HERC) on tha
obove subject will be submitted by Fridoy {ie 03 June
2022)

Expedite RoW permissions in North-East

Industry meeting was held with LS(1), Dol on 2L05.2022 in
Guwohoti to understond the issues foced by the industry
for the speaedy roll-out of Telecom Infrostructure ocross
Morth-kost Coordinoted with 154 for speedy gront of
pending parmissions ocrass 7.5tates of NESA

RoW permissions in Manipur

oAl worked jointly with the Monipur Govt, NELSA LSA, Do,
and Industry in maoking Monipur 1st Staote to Gront all RoW
Parmissions. Manipur hos set the banchrmark for all other
States/UTs to follow. It's an fmpanant step toward making
Irdia Oigitally odvanced and achieving the gool of "droad-
band for Al

RoW permissions in Meghalaya

oAl worked jointly with tha Megholayo Gove, NELSA LSA,
and Dol to expedite the grant of parmissions far RoW
Megholaya Government took o glont step ond occepts
“eamed Approval’, 1016 Row pending applications got
immedicte clearonce,




Ihe Department of lelecormmunications (DoT) on
20052027 hod issued o directorate t© Chief Secratarias
acress India to accept Oniline applicotions through the
GotiShakti Sonchor Portol to enhance  broodbond
connectivity in the country.

Reduction in Way leave charges by Delhi

On COAl's regquest, Way leave charges werne reduced by
South DMC, Morth DMC, ond Eost OMC from -INE
200/ rmerter to -INE 200/ micter.

Meeting held with Principal Secretary (iT), Negaland

Industny meating held with Dol and PrAncipal Secratary
{17}, Nogalond on 23052022 to provide the speedy grant
of Row parmissions to the industry. This meating wos
helpful to enoble o faster rollout of Digital telecom
Infrostructure ocross Nogaland.

Launch of Sugam Sanchar Portal

COMl worked with the Bapartrmant of
Telecommunicotions (DoT), and the Government of India
far the lounch of “Sugam Sanchor, o central RoW portal
on 13052022 and their efforts for the deplayment of 5G
in indic

Ihe vision for thiz portol i o provide a colloborative
institutional  mechanism batween all  stokeholders
including Central ond Stote/UT Government(s), Locaol
bodies, and Service Providers to faciiitate the Right of Way
(ROW) for the deployment of the Telscom/Digital
Infrostructure in the country. The development of this
portol will be helpful for the telecom senice providers/IPs
will be oble to submit thoir opplications for the
deployrnent of telecom infrostructune

The' Departrnent of Telscormnmunicotions (Dol)] on
2005203 had issued a osked the Chief Secretanes

acrose india 1o occept Cnline applicotions through the
Gatishakti Sonchor Portal to enhonce  broodbond
connectivity in the country,

East DMC ReW Pertal training session on 21.05.2022

Cioal coordinated for a training session organized by bast
DMC for their RoW portal troining on 21052022 Industry
issues wrt portal were shaored with East DMC for
resolution.

Manipur RoeW Portal training session on 13.05.2022

COAl coordinoted for a troining session  orgonized by
hanipur for thalr ROW portal training on 130523022, Industry
issuss wrt portal like Desmed approval certificots,
regularizsction of telecom tower, atc. ware shared with tha
IT Departrment of Manipur for resolution.

State Broodband Committee (SBC) meeting of Andhra
Pradesh (AFP)

SBC rmeating of AP wos held on [7th May wherain COAl hos
roised several industry issues/challenges like high
Charges for using the Poles of the State DISCOMs for
laying oerial fiber, allowing TSPs for self-restoration,
requesting for Priority Electricity Board connection at
Industrial rates, etc.

G5T- Input Tax credit on eguipment installed on telecom

‘tower

Some of the Stote Tax Authorities are proposing to deny
ITC on telecom equipment including cruciol network
equipment viz. artenna, bose stations, transmittars ond
other utiities like DG and botterias installed ontowers by
interprating thot such aquipment is o ba treated ot par
with Telecom. tower,

Deniol of 1TC on telecom equipment installed on telecorn
tovwers or other equipment like botteries, diesel genaroting
gots et installed in temporary shelters close to the
teigcom towears for running of the telecom equipment,
therefore totally boseless ond without any precedent.

Folicw up representation mode to the telecom ministry os
wall os to finance ministry. Dol has ogreed To send their
recommendations to Mof for the resolution of this issue.

RoW - Service Tax Liability

On Nowernber 26, 2018, notification was issued by the Mok,
exempting senvice tox on sendces provided by woy of
granting permission of “right of way® by “local outhorities”
during tha period fram O July 2012 to 30 June 2017 This
solved partially problem s the scope of exernption is
fimited to only local outhorities. In oddition to “local outhor
ities”, charges for FOW parmissions are also collacted by
Central ond State Governmaent Departments ke Roilway's,
and PWD akc.

In this regard, DoT hos sent recommendations to Mok
raquesting for clorification on this issua
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News Wires:

56 network slicing may lead to fiouting of net neutrality rules: COAI

The uniquenass of 5G networks tailornng to specific usa coses will be in direct
contradiction to net neutrality lows in india, if network siicing ond differentiotad
experiences are offered on the network, said COAl director genarl 5P Kochhar.

RE00 MOres

Mumbai civic body cuts OFC laying access charges to Rs.1,000 per km

The industry will keep pushing for its othar demand of lowerng the charges to
zaro, COAl's director general SP Kochhar soid. Heod more

Telecom industry urges ‘significant’ reduction in 56 spectrum prices,
cites viability

The Cellulor Operotors Association of indio is pitching for a ‘significont’ reduction
in 5G spectrum prices recommeanded by sectoral regulotor TRAI to ensure a
“viobie business’ case. The ossociotion fiogged thot it would toke the telecom
industry ot least five yeors to realise profits on the huge investments that would go
into 56 moll-outs. fecd mone

56 to open infinite possibilities, propel growth

Indio’s 55 subscription will reach 350 million by 2026 occounting for 27% of all
mobile subscriptions. By 2025, India will need 22 million skilled workers in 55 centric
technologies such os the Intemat of Things (loT), Arificial Inteligenca (Af), obotics
and Cloud Computing. Food more
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News Wires:

Rajasthan LSA organizes webinar on ‘Awareness for Mobile Tower
Myths’

Deportment of Telecommunications (DoT), Joipur License Service Area (LSA)
organized on owaneness wabinor on “Awareness for Mobile Tower Myths and
Tower Frowds®™_Hoad more

TRAI compiletes 26 Years, COAl and other Industry member send
congratulations

DG COAL congratuloted TRAI on completing 25 years of service and growth of the
sactor, which i= integral to India’s poth of Digitol India vision. feod moro

COAI Applauds Gujarat's Telecom Infra Policy 2022

The Government of Gujarat in its new poficy for the telecom infrostructure hos
soid that the opplicant will have to pay Rs. 100 per ldlometre for OFC and Rs
10,000 per application for the telecom tower deployment. Feod rmaore




COAIl Events

“25 years of TRAI"

TRAI — Telecom Regulatory Authority of India completed 25
years of its existence. TRAl has organized events with two
parallel themes to mark the occosion. The seminar on
"Collaborative: Regulations:  Co-creation and Sharing of
infrastructure  in  synchronization with Gatishakti® was
organized to mark the importance of collaborative efforts from
different regulatory bodies o be able to provide the best
infrastructure to the end consumer.

“EMF Emissions from Mobile Towers — Rajasthan LSA”

Department of Telecommunications (DoT), Jaipur License
Service Area (LSA) today organized an awareness webinar on
“EMF Ernissions and Telecomn Towers®. This session was
organized as part of the Department of Telecormmunication’s
public advocacy program to make the general public aware
of the need for mobile towers and dispel myths around EMF
radiotion and address unfounded fears of citizens by
presenting credible scientific evidence.

World Telecommunication and
Informat ety Day




COAIl Events

“The Launch of Gati Shaktl Sanchar Portal™

Lt Gen. Dr. SP Kochhar, Director General, COAlL, =aid" The
launch of Gati Shokti — Sugarm Sanchar Portal is a milestone
that will enable the Government's vision for "Digital India’. It
provides a platforrn to process for both the Authorities and
Indusiry to apply for ROW approvals for laying Optical Fibre
Cables (OFC) and erecting mobile towers, and small cells on
street furniture, etc. to submit their applications to various
ﬂgmciesnfmesmtefmﬁnwa'M\EmRurdbcnlbndmrﬂs
an important step towards making a robust mechanism to
achieve the goal of "Broodband to A" as envisoged in the
Naotional Digital Communication Policy-2018"

"5G Rollout - Role of Street Infrastructure and small cells™

National Broodband Mission and Department of
Telecommunications of India organized a workshop on 5G
Rollout — Role of Street Infrastructure and Small Cells for the
Eastemn States. Addressing the same, Mr. Vikrarn Tiwathia said,
"BG is important becouse it has the potential to give a sefious
uptick to all welfare activities like education, etc. We will use the
broadband network to build existing assets”
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Contact Us

Address : 14, Bhai Veer Singh Marg, New Delhi - TIO 001
Phone : +81 - TI- 23349275 | Foc +01 -1 - 23340276
Email : contact@codiin | Website: www.coalin

Get to know us better. Our social media platforms are a great way to leam about our
upcoming events, opportunities, latest trends and more. Follow us and join a diverse
group of people across the nation and all around the world

Follow us on:
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